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An introduction from Councillor Paul Lorber - Leader of Brent Council

Since 2006 the Liberal Democrats have been leading decision making in Brent.  We believewe have delivered for Brent on our pledge to make the borough Cleaner, Greener and Safer.
This document provides a review of the positive difference the Liberal Democrats have madeto the lives of people in Brent over the last four years and it also explains our vision for thefuture – we believe Brent under Liberal Democrats can become even better.
We recognise the coming years will be economically tough for us all. The effects of Labour’srecession are only just beginning to hit the public sector, and things will get much worse.  Weare committed to continuing to cut Council waste and drive Value for Money so we candeliver the best possible deal for Council Taxpayers in a tough climate.

We are proud to have frozen the Council Tax this year.

From 2010-2014 the Liberal Democrats will strive to push Brent Council forward across fivethemes:

We will continue our fight to tackle crime – working with local partners, Brent Council will continue to place this at the heart of its agenda

We will champion the environment – driving sustainability at Brent Council and further engaging with the green agenda

We will seek to make the Council more accountable – Brent Council and its politicians will be open and accessible to those they serve

We will give our children the best possible start in life – we will continue to push the Government to help tackle the inequalities in Brent

We will help people to live healthier and more active lifestyles – we will provide first class leisure and sport facilities in Brent

We want Brent Council to look and feel like the communities it serves.  It is our commitmentthat the Council should lead by example by living and promoting a sustainable lifestyleculture.  The Liberal Democrats are committed to creating a vibrant Borough where all ourcommunities celebrate and tolerate difference and where the differing communities are seennot as a hindrance to our success, but the foundationof it.

Since 2006 the Liberal Democrats have been Making Brent Better for local residents.  From2010, with local people’s support, we will deliver a great deal more.

Best Wishes

Cllr Paul Lorber
Leader of the Liberal Democrats
Brent Council



Since 2006, the Liberal Democrat-led Council has done much to make this
borough cleaner, greener and safer.  This document explains some of the
excellent things we have achieved.

Over four fifths (83%) of residents are satisfied with their area as a place to live
and one in four (26%) are very satisfied according to the latest Mori poll of residents.

The Lib Dems are Making Brent Better

Two thirds of residents (65%) are satisfied with how the Council is running the
area. This represents a marked improvement from the survey conducted in 2005
when this proportion was closer to half (48%) – that’s a 17% increase under the
Liberal Democrats.

The good things residents like about living in Brent are public transport (34%),
shopping facilities (26%), open spaces (26%) and clean streets (21%).

When asked what is good about Brent Council, residents are most likely to
mention how clean the area is (16%). Residents also single out road sweeping and
recycling facilities as specific strengths. This echoes residents’ ratings of specific
services, where 86% are satisfied with refuse collection, 79% are satisfied with street
sweeping and 81% are satisfied with recycling facilities.

Residents’ perceptions of crime, with a smaller proportion saying that they feel
threatened by crime and an increase in those saying that they feel safe in their local
area.

A cleaner Brent under the Lib Dems

Two fifths (41%) of Brent residents think the cleanliness of the streets is one of
the most important aspects of making somewhere a good place to live. We’re proud
that under the Liberal Democrats the streets have been rated the cleanest ever.

More residents believe the area will get better (29%) than will get worse
(19%).Three quarters (74%) of residents believe that Brent it is a place where people
from different backgrounds get on well together.

Stronger together in Brent

There is a strong sense of community in Brent. The number of people who feel
that there is a strong sense of community in the area has risen since 2005 (from 37%
to 51%). As one of the most culturally diverse areas in the country, this is something
to be proud of.

Brent Liberal Democrats made a commitment to make Brent Cleaner, Greener and
Safer: as you can see, we’re delivering on that promise.



LIBERAL DEMOCRAT POLICY PLEDGES

We are committed to continuing to make Brent Cleaner, Greener and Safer.  The
pledges below are the heart of our future vision for a more open, accessible,
sustainable, safer and accountable Brent over the next four years.

1. Services to Residents – we recognise that funding for local government is likely
to reduce after the next elections; we will not allow this to distract us from our ambitious
four year programme of service improvement at the Council. We are committed to driving
improvement in the services residents receive, we will also continue to reduce waste and
deliver value for money, to protect Brent from the worst of the Government funding cuts.
We are doing this so we can pledge to keep Council Tax low – no more Labour 22%
increases.

2. Leader’s Question Time – events over the last year have shown the importance
of accountability from politicians and large organisations. To give residents direct access
to decision making at the Council we pledge to introduce a Leader’s Question Time,
where residents can put their questions to the Leader of the Council directly.

3. Wifi Zones – so that everyone, regardless of wealth, can have access to the
internet, we pledge to create “wireless internet zones” across the borough, with an
aim to make Brent a wifi borough by 2020.

4. Rapid Reaction Taskforce – we know how important crime and its effects are to
our residents, we pledge to take the 16 PCSO’s paid for by Brent’s Council
Taxpayers under greater Council control – creating a “rapid reaction force” which can
be targeted at problem areas.

5. Cleaner Streets – four years ago we were elected on a promise to clean Brent’s
streets.  We have delivered on that promise, with Brent’s streets now the cleanest they
have ever been.  We will not be complacent though, we pledge to continue to improve
the cleanliness of our streets to make sure our borough is a place people want to live
and work.

6. Recycling – with your help, we have already achieved much, we have increased
the amount of waste we recycle from 20% to 32%. But we want to go further. We
pledge that by 2014 we will recycle 50% of our waste.

7. Sustainability Fund – we are committed to the environment, and are determined
that economic conditions will not deter us from making the borough Greener. We pledge
to set up a sustainability fund to support environmental projects in the borough;
this will include a “local Carbon Offset Fund” where residents can make a donation to the
fund for local environmental projects to offset their carbon emissions.

8. A Festival of Sport  – the Olympics will be an exciting time for London, we
pledge to develop ambitious plans to develop sport in the borough to capitalise on
this.  These will include building and redeveloping four sports centres across the borough
(located at Willesden, Vale Farm, Bridge Park and Kingsbury).



ENVIRONMENTAL

The Liberal Democrats on Brent Council are committed to protecting our
environment.   In the last four years we have driven the Green agenda at Brent
Council and are committed to reducing the Council’s impact on the
environment.

Recycling – In 2007 Brent made recycling compulsory. We invested
in additional collection vehicles and better communication and
education for residents. This decision has seen the recycling rate
rise from 20% to 32% currently.

The number of people who recycle has risen from 40% to over
80% in most areas. 2000 more tonnes of organic waste were
composted in 2008/09 than in 2006/07 and over 4000 more
tonnes of waste were recycled – an increase of 6000 tonnes
overall.

Landfill Tax – The amount of waste sent to landfill annually has
reduced by 12,000 tonnes since 2006/07.  This has saved Brent’s
residents thousands of pounds in landfill tax.

Street Cleaning – The LibDem decision to invest in street cleaning means Brent’s
streets are cleaner than ever before. Independent surveys show that only 16% of
streets failed to meet an acceptable standard – 84% of streets were clean. When
Labour ran Brent 32% of streets failed to meet an acceptable standard - twice as
many dirty streets as there are now!

New Trees – There are now 5,762 more trees in the borough, with 1521 of these
on public streets and 3861 in our parks.

Green Zones – We introduced Green Zones , designed to encourage residents to take
responsibility for sustainability in their neighbourhoods. The Green Zones scheme is a
community project which was  started by a Brent resident.  The Zones make a

difference to the  community and environment through local  action.
Volunteer residents talk to their neighbours about waste and

recycling, energy efficiency, water efficiency and transport to raise
awareness about positive environmental actions. Currently, 9
Green Zones are in place with a further 6 in
development.

StreetWatchers – We supported the successful
“Streetwatchers” scheme.  StreetWatchers are residents who
volunteer their time on behalf of Brent.  They act as the eyes
and ears of the borough and work with us to help improve
their neighbourhoods. There are currently over 150 in Brent.
StreetWatchers keep an eye on their street and report any
problems to us so we can fix them.



Better Parks - We built two new district parks in the borough, two more of the
borough’s parks have acquired Green Flag status and we are proposing to invest £1.3
million in Barham Park for long overdue improvements.

Council’s CO2 emissions – In 2009/10 we invested £155,000 to cut the Council’s
CO2 emissions, this year we invested a further £235,000.  We’re committed to reduc-
ing the amount of carbon dioxide emissions from council travel, unlike Labour, by pro-
moting the sustainable delivery of council services. We have also signed up to the
10:10 campaign, which looks to reduce the Council’s CO2 output by 10%.

Dumping Down – Fly-tipping is now removed within an average of 1.5 days, keeping
our streets clean.  Fly-tipping is also down by a massive 65% since Labour ran
the Council:



CULTURAL

Olympics – In 2009 we launched our Olympic 2012 Action Plan,
which explains our determination to secure the maximum benefit
and a lasting legacy from the Games for residents, local
businesses and our young people.

Sport – The borough’s sports centres have seen total of 47,000
additional visits by young people. 87% of young people now
engage in sporting activity for 2 hours every week at school.

Kingsbury Pool – In 2009 the Lib Dem-lead Executive agreed to
a feasibility study into the possibility of building a new swimming

pool in Kingsbury - the borough’s third pool - recognising the
need for a sporting facility in that part of the borough

Theatre – we continue to fund Brent’s internationally renowned and innovative
theatre, The Tricycle, in Kilburn.  The theatre continues to be a cultural beacon across
Brent and wider north-west London, with its showcasing of new and culturally diverse
plays, films and exhibitions.

Libraries – 80% of residents are satisfied with the library service.  We have
redeveloped Kingsbury, Harlesden and Neasden Library to great acclaim and seen the
numbers of people using these libraries increase.   Over the last two years we have
invested £200,000 for new library books. We have extended library opening
hours - and Ealing Road Library is now open 7 days a week.

Neighbourhood Working – We have successfully rolled out the Neighbourhood
Working scheme, supporting 155 local projects for residents. Our scheme has al-
lowed local councillors to invest £1.5 million in a wide range of local projects such as
CCTV, sports and leisure provision for local youth groups, redevelopment of library
gardens, personal alarms for vulnerable residents and creative writing courses.

TRANSPORT

Wembley Central – We have successfully campaigned to improve public transport
within the borough.  More trains now stop at Wembley Central, allowing greater
flexibility to commuters.

Jubilee Line – Working with Liberal Democrat MP Sarah Teather and Lib Dem
Hampstead and Kilburn Parliamentary Campaigner Ed Fordham, we successfully
persuaded Transport for London to stop Metropolitan Line trains at Willesden Green
station when the Jubilee Line was closed for works over the weekend.  So far 70,000
people have used Willesden Green station - journeys which may well otherwise
have taken place by car.

We are now campaigning to get the Metropolitan Line to stop at Neasden station too,
further reducing the need for rail replacement buses and standing up for all those
residents affected by tube closures.



Parking charges – From March 2009 residents have benefited
from reduced parking charges for residents in controlled parking
zones. Residents now get a free permit for their first car if
it is under 1,201cc or in DVLA bands A or B (the bands for cars
with the lowest pollution).  This gives a further incentive to
residents to switch to low-pollution cars.

Roads – After the worst winter for 30 years we will be investing
over £5 million in repairing and maintaining Brent’s roads this
year.

Safety – We have introduced road safety schemes in the borough to ensure all those
using our roads are safe. Serious road accidents have reduced by 8.2% since
the Liberal Democrats took power.

HOUSING

New Homes – 2000 new homes have been built and 3,209 private homes have
been returned to use.  We built the first "council properties" for over 20 years -
Granville Homes - and launched an innovative partnership with BHP so they could own
them. The scheme won a major architectural award.

Decent Homes – We upgraded all Council houses to the “decent homes” standard (a
minimum level of liveability) 4 years ahead of the government target.

Homelessness – After years of rising homelessness under the previous Labour
Council, the tide has turned. We have helped 1274 families get out of temporary
accommodation since January 2005.  Brent is currently the best performing authority
in London in terms of "Homelessness Prevented and Relieved".

Council Tenant Rent Rise Campaign – Liberal Democrats campaigned in 2009 for
the Labour Government to lower its demand for a massive 6.2% rent rise for council
tenants in Brent.  Under a policy of 'rents convergence' the Labour Government
slashed grants to Brent Housing Partnership to force it to raise rents for the next year
by more than the rate of inflation. Our campaign led to the demand being dropped to
3%.

In 2010 however the Labour Government still
demanded another 3.9% increase.  The Council is

making efficiencies and using some balances to
minimise the increase and protect Council tenants
from the worst effects of the Labour
Government’s 'rent convergence' policies. As a
result the Government-demanded 3.9% rise has
been slashed to just 1.09%.



Housing Forum – Brent Council hosted a first of its kind meeting in January 2009 –
bringing together the Chief Executives of all local housing associations with the
Executive Member for Housing and Leader of the Council.  The meeting was the
opening of a new forum which aims to provide the Council with the opportunity to
develop and implement its housing strategy, provide a forum to articulate its housing
priorities and philosophy and provide a forum to learn from housing associations.

Mortgage Help – Brent was one of the first boroughs to offer the Mortgage Rescue
Package that provides a lifeline to those affected by credit crunch and helps
vulnerable families stay in their homes.  We are committed to helping vulnerable
people in difficult economic times.

COMMUNITY CARE
Successfully allowing people to stay in their homes for longer – Our nationally
acclaimed Partnerships for Older People Projects (POPP) initiative was cited as an
example of national best practice at developing preventative services for older people.
The service is provided to people aged 65 and over who may be at risk of avoidable
hospital admissions or premature admission to residential care.  The project works
with them to allow them to stay in their home for longer. Phil Hope, Labour
Minister at Department of Health, praised the service in Kingsbury saying:
“People are being looked after in their own homes and we are preventing them getting worse. One of the first
questions I asked some of the people I met here was 'what do you most want?'  One of the first things they said was
they want to live in their own homes or in their own communities and neighbourhoods....Brent is one of the leading
organisations developing this.” http://tiny.cc/LabourMinisterPraisesBrent

Childrens' Social Care – rather than taking vulnerable children into care, we have
been very successful in supporting children in placements with family members who
can look after them when their natural parent cannot.  This is much better for the
children and better for the Council too.

Direct Payments – Brent Council is one of the top performing local authorities for
providing adults with Direct Payments (giving residents the money for their care
directly so they can choose how to spend it).  Currently around 400 residents are
using Direct Payments.

Adult Social Care – The Adult Social Care department maintained a good rating
under the Liberal Democrats.

Meal on Wheels – We modernised our “Meals on Wheels” service which delivers
130,000 meals every year.  By reviewing the way we ran the Meals on Wheels service
we saved nearly £500,000 per year and now deliver a better service, with
greater choice for the residents who use it.

Adult Care Helpline – We launched a new telephone helpline for anyone needing
help or information on social care. People who feel under pressure, carers who need
help and adults with physical disabilities can all get advice and information by calling
just one number: 020 8937 4300.

Taxi Card Allocations - Responding to concerns of disabled residents with serious
medical conditions, we have made life more manageable for Disabled Taxicard users.
Previously disabled residents who didn’t use their monthly allowance of taxi journeys
(designed to help them get around) risked losing them, under our new policy journeys can
be “rolled over” from one month to the next – meaning disabled people are less likely to
lose out.



YOUNG PEOPLE

Children’s Centres – We have developed 13 Children’s
Centres in the borough.  88% of council childcare
facilities are rated as ‘satisfactory’ or better by
OFSTED.

Looked After Children – The Social Care
Transformation programme has helped to reduce the
number of Looked After Children to 350 and we have
improved the educational achievement of the children we
are responsible for.

Safeguarding Children – In 2009 we invested an extra £1 million to enhance the
safeguarding systems for the borough’s children; in 2010 we invested a further
£1.3 million.  We are determined to ensure the borough’s children receive the best
possible start in life.

Good Schools – 79% of the borough’s secondary schools are rated ‘good’ or better.
We have also reduced the gap in educational attainment levels for black and Somali
children.

GCSE Success – The borough’s young people achieved the best ever set of results at
GCSE level last year. National results published on examinations taken in summer
2009 show that 57.1% of Brent pupils achieved the Government’s “Level 2 standard”
of 5 or more GCSEs with Grades from A* to C.   The results mean that Brent pupils
are achieving at a level well above average both in London terms and nationwide.  The
Council ranked in 11th place among the 32 London boroughs, and came 28th out of
151 Councils across the country.

Building New Schools – we recognise the pressure on school places on Brent, which
is why we have an ambitious programme of school building and expansion:

We have started building the new Wembley Ark Academy, due to open in
 September 2010.

Claremont High School and Preston Manor High School have both been
 expanded.

The scheme for rebuilding and expanding the Crest Academies (formally known
 as John Kelly’s schools) is well advanced and will result in more play space for
 pupils when it is complete.

Brent has now been admitted to the Building Schools for the Future scheme
 (something the previous Labour administration failed to achieve).  This will fund
 major works at Queens Park Community, Alperton, Copland and Cardinal
 Hinsley schools.

Wembley Primary has been rebuilt and expanded.
Stonebridge Primary has expanded and is getting funding to improve the

 condition of the buildings.
Three other primary schools have expanded on a temporary basis (Sudbury,

 Newfield, Park Lane) and we have secured funding which will allow permanent
 building extensions.



School Transport – Brent Transport Services picks up and delivers children to
school; we undertook a project which made big improvements in vehicle routing which
allowed us to make big reductions in the mileage covered.  This saved £1.2 million
in costs out of a £6m budget as well as reducing our carbon emissions.  Better for the
environment, better for Brent residents.

Brent Youth Parliament – In March 2007 we established Brent Youth Parliament
(BYP) so that young people in Brent would be able to express their views and have a
say in decisions that affect them.  The youth parliament is made up of young people
aged 10-19 years old, from all walks of life.  The parliament meets once a month at
Brent Town Hall. In addition to attending the monthly parliament sessions, members
also take part in other meetings that require young people’s input. The parliament
members decide on the issues that they want to look at and then work with councillors
from all political parties and council officers to bring about changes that will improve
local services for young people

CRIME AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

Crime Reduced – Overall crime in Brent has reduced by 21%.   We are very
pleased that our hard work has seen the fear of crime reduce to
38% from 66% in 2005.  Satisfaction levels with how
anti-social behaviour is addressed currently stands at
97%, a testament to the excellent working
relationship we have with the police.

PCSOs – We have invested £350,000 per year to
put an extra 16 PCSO’s on Brent’s streets, this
has enabled us to cut crime in areas such as
Kilburn and Stonebridge.

Domestic Violence – Ending violence against women is
a top priority for the Lib Dems on Brent Council. In the last
year alone over 800 women were supported by specialist Domestic Violence services
in Brent. These services included support to find refuge spaces, advice about options
available and access to support through the court system.

The Specialist Domestic Violence Court is now in its third year of operation. 161 cases
went through the court last year, all survivors were offered support through this
process by one of the specialist agencies. 63% of cases resulted in a conviction.
Willesden County Court has been trained to deal with forced marriage protection
orders: an invaluable service for survivors fleeing forced marriages.

We know that an effective response to violence against women can only be achieved
when the voluntary, community and statutory agencies work together.  We are
committed to ensuring that the council continues to support this invaluable work.

CCTV – We have invested in CCTV and 98% of all CCTV cameras are fully operational,
helping to provide evidence in criminal cases across the borough.



Gun and Knife Crime – Ending gun and knife crime has always been a top priority
for local residents and we made this one of our key priority areas for Brent Council.
This difficult issue requires a serious, intelligence-led response and we have invested
in research to inform our work in this area.

We work with individuals who are at risk of getting involved in violent offending
through personal development programmes.  With our partners we have also
developed an innovative pilot project working with serious and violent offenders to
help them exit their life of violence.  We intend to continue to develop support
mechanisms to help those who engage in serious violence to change their behaviour.

In 2007 for the first time, Liberal Democrat-led Brent Council appointed a dedicated
member of staff with responsibility for co-ordinating the partner response to Gun,
Knife & Gang crime. We know that ending violence on our streets can only happen
when the council, our partners and the community work together. That is why over
the last 4 years we have been working closely with the community to ensure that they
are equipped to address this agenda.

Awareness raising programmes on gun and knife crime are held throughout the year
in our schools, colleges and youth centres.  We have also pioneered a women’s only
forum in light of the Trident campaign instigated in Brent. We have been working
closely with key agencies such as Trident to ensure that Brent assists in promoting
key messages against gun, knife and gang violence. Brent’s partnership approach with
Not Another Drop, the community and the Police is deemed as a model of good
practice especially with Trident.

Alley-gating – We have invested £1.39 million in the Council’s “alley-gating”
scheme which allowed us to introduce alley gates and protect over 3000 properties;
ensuring residents did not have to suffer anti-social behaviour or littering near their
homes.

Enviro-crime – We now remove reported abandoned cars within an average of 2
days and 85% of graffiti is removed within target timescales, this has ensured the
physical environment our residents live in is cleaner, greener and safer.

Paan-Spitting – Following complaints from local residents about the red stains on
local streets caused by Paan Spitting, Wembley’s Liberal Democrat Councillors put
together a major new campaign to try to deal with the problem.  The campaign to
tackle tobacco paan spitting in Wembley is focused on the High Road and Ealing Road.
Brent Council will work with its partners to reduce the spitting of paan.



REGENERATION

South Kilburn – We are proud that Brent Liberal Democrats have
secured funding to enable the building of 500 new homes in

place of crumbling 18 storey tower blocks on the South Kilburn
Estate.  Liberal Democrat-led Brent Council, in partnership with
London & Quadrant (L&Q) Housing Association, will redevelop
the Albert Road and Carlton Vale Roundabout areas of South
Kilburn, replacing the current, crumbling housing with 286
new homes. Residents have been waiting for 30 years
for new homes.  Labour failed to deliver for residents
and then tried to oppose the new development.   The
sale of this land will allow the next phase of regeneration to
begin with the demolition of the 18 storey Bronte and Fielding
tower blocks towards the end of 2012/13.   In response to lo-

cal residents’ concerns the original Labour Kilburn Masterplan
which proposed 20 storey tower blocks along Albert Road has

been massively scaled down to ensure any new flats are below
the 14 storey blocks which currently exist nearby.

North Circular - We have begun to redevelop the area around the North Circular
Road.  In 2009 we launched a draft vision document that set out our ideas on how we
could improve the North Circular Road Regeneration Area. The ideas were designed to
get residents thinking about how they would like to see the area improved.  The
proposals included our plan to turn the Brent part of the North Circular into the
'greenest' stretch of highway in London, reduce pollution, increase green spaces,
improve transport connections and create better community facilities.

Alperton - In early 2010 we unveiled our “vision for a new Alperton”.  This saw a
poster and internet campaign to encourage residents and businesses to get involved
and help shape the future of their local neighbourhood.

Liberal Democrats want see the full potential of Alperton unveiled including opening up
the canal for local people, turning it not only into a place to travel to and from home,
work and school but also a place to visit and enjoy.   We want to develop the cultural
aspects of the area, create waterside residential developments and introduce new
community facilities in public spaces along the canal.

Barham Park - We are replacing 200 plus crumbling homes on the Barham Park
Estate with new, better homes for local residents.  Liberal Democrats have long
campaigned for the redevelopment of the Barham Park Estate in Sudbury.  We are
pleased that the Mayor of London and Brent Council have now approved plans for the
demolition and redevelopment of the Estate.   After consultation with residents,
building will start in summer 2010 and will see 335 new homes built, ranging from one
bedroom flats to large family houses with gardens.



IMPROVING THE COUNCIL’S FINANCES

Council Tax – We have FROZEN the Council tax in 2010 – and have kept it low
every year we have run Brent Council.

Between 1997 and 2006 Labour, who controlled the Council, more than doubled the
Council Tax. In 2003 the rise was a massive 22% in one year.  In contrast,  the
Liberal Democrats have improved the efficiency of the Council, eliminated a great deal
of Labour waste and reinvested the money in improved services.

Brent currently has the fourth lowest Council Tax in the 20 outer London boroughs.
Council Tax in Brent is lower than Barnet, Harrow and Ealing.  We are embarking on a
major efficiency drive (opposed by Labour) to ensure that Council Tax is kept as low
as possible and local residents receive value for money.

Small Businesses – During 2009-10, we implemented a campaign to raise
awareness of the Small Business Rate Relief (SBRR) scheme – as a result 113 small
businesses have been granted SBRR.  This represents 56% of those eligible. We
reviewed and amended the original SBRR application form to make it easier to
understand. We provided an on-line version of the form so that businesses could
complete and return it electronically.  And we implemented a specific SBRR publicity
campaign which included advertisements in the local press, the Brent Magazine and
the Brent website.

Unemployment – Brent In2 Work placed 1000 people into employment.  In
response to the Government cutting £4 million of funding for the programme in 2009
the Libdem-led Executive are working on setting up a new company which aims to
secure the future of employment services in Brent.  In December 2009 Brent agreed
to form a 'Special Purpose Vehicle' in partnership with Working Links Ltd. to deliver
employment advice and assistance, not just to Brent, but West London too.

Town Hall – We propose to build a new Civic Centre to replace the 14 buildings
currently used by the Council, which are old, inefficient and costly.  Not having to pay
the rent in these buildings and being able to sell off those which we own will allow us
to pay for the new civic centre and save us £2 million a year in costs.

Preparing for the effects of the Recession – All Councils face a difficult future as
public sector spending is cut by the Government to pay off Labour’s debts.  In Brent
Labour have chosen to bury their head in the sand and pretend that there is no
problem. We have taken early action to prioritise, economise and increase efficiency.
We are committed to making sure the Council is ready for difficult times ahead. Our
Improvement and Efficiency Strategy and Action Plan 2010-2014  explains how we are
going to deliver Value for Money over the next four years.

Greater Value for Money – Between 2005/06 and 2009/10 we made efficiency
savings of £30 million.  By looking at Council services to ensure they are as efficient
as possible we can save money by cutting out waste. We think this is a much more
sensible way to deal with a difficult economic climate than having to resort to cutting
services as some local Councils are doing.


